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EVANS, John Reginald (Reggie) 
 

Gunner, 67989 
101st Siege Battery,  
Royal Garrison Artillery 
Place of Birth: Hadnall, Shrewsbury 
Date of Death: Monday, 3rd July 1916 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Warlincourt Halte British  
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 
 
John Reginald Evans was born in Hadnall, Shrewsbury, the son of Rev. Shadrach 
and Elizabeth Evans (née RICHARDS). He was known as Reggie. The family was 
much travelled. Reverend Shadrach was a preacher in 16 circuits before moving 
from Great Yarmouth to Haverhill in 1917 so it seems most likely that Reggie was 
never familiar with Haverhill.  

 
In 1861, Evan Evans, (Reggie’s great grandfather) aged 34 and a lead miner and 
draper, was living with his wife Ruth and two sons, Jabez and Evan Berket, in 
Bersham, Denbighshire. 
 
By 1881 Jabez, then aged 28 and was married with three sons, Evan, Joseph and 
Shadrach. Evan and Joseph were to follow their father in the grocery trade but 
Shadrach became an elementary teacher. 
 
Ten years later, Shadrach had married Elizabeth Richards from Cornwall and had 
two sons, Evan and Shadrach.  He was now a primitive Methodist Minister, serving 
in Monmouth. 
 
By 1901 the family were living in Oakham, and there were four more children; Ruth 
born in Dalton-in-Furness, Joseph and John Reginald, or Reggie as he was known, 
born in Hadnall and Harold born in Oakham.  As the birthplaces of the children show, 
a Methodist Minister was very much a travelling preacher as they still are today. 
 
Shadrach was to serve in Canterbury, Redhill and Yarmouth circuits before coming 
to Haverhill in 1917. His children would have been educated in various towns, with 
Reggie gaining his education at Hadnall, Oakham and Canterbury.  
 
After the outbreak of war, Reggie enlisted in the 101st Battery of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery at Canterbury.  He landed in France on 20th May 1916, during the Battle of 
Arras. He was wounded on 2nd July 1916 and died of his wounds the following day 
on 3rd July 1916. Two members of the 101st Battery were killed on 2nd July so one 
wonders if they and Reggie were manning the same gun. 
 
The Primitive Methodist Leader reported on 29th July 1916: 

  
‘John Reginald Evans - Many will regret to hear of the death of John 
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Reginald, son of Rev. and Mrs S Evans, of Redhill. He was with the 
R.G.A. at the front when he was wounded by a bursting of a shell and 
succumbed to his injuries the following day. He was a bright lad, and 
would have been twenty-one years if he had lived till November next. 
He appears to have given every satisfaction to his officers, for since his 
going to France he had been promoted to A/Bs and was chief dispatch 
rider for the battery.’ 

 
Gunner 67989, 
John Reginald 
Evans is buried in 
Warlincourt Halte 
British Cemetery, 
Saulty. His 
headstone bears 
the inscription: 
SAFE IN THE 
ARMS OF 
JESUS. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following year his parents moved to Haverhill, living at 6 Broad Street, and 
Shadrach took over the Haverhill Methodist circuit and also assisted at St Mary’s 
Church for the duration of the war. 
 
Shadrach was still serving the town when he officiated at the unveiling and 
dedication of the War Memorial on Sunday 21st February 1920.  His son Reggie’s 
name was one of the 139 originally inscribed upon it. 


